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Asset Map Dataset Examples 
 
The following examples were extracted from an asset map completed as part of the Southeast Arkansas 
Growth Initiative (SGI), an initiative focused on economic development planning and organization of the 
region’s leadership.  

Industry Analysis – Analysis of industry characteristics is one of the many cornerstones of an asset map.  
The types of questions that should be addressed within the industry analysis of an asset map include: 
 

• Are industries projected to grow?  
• Which industries may have a comparative or competitive advantage within the region?  
• Which industries add significant value to the region?  
• Are there geographic pockets of concentration or growth within the region?  

 
Similar analysis should also be completed for occupations. The following provides a reference for 
analysis of Professional & Technical Service industries in the Southeastern Arkansas region. 
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Demographic Analysis -- Many different approaches can be used to analyze a region’s population. 
Critical analysis components should at least include:  

 
• Population by gender, ethnicity and age group;  
• Projected population change; and 
• Education attainment.  

 
Other components can also include population earnings and earnings by age group, gender and/or 
education attainment. The following figure provides a depiction of the population and projected 
population change of a “mid-career” population group. From the analysis, the region identified an 
alarming declining trend of mid-career workers in the region. 
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Education Analysis -- Also critical to an asset map is measuring the current output of education and 
talent within the region and answering some key questions, such as:  
 

• Are there specific focuses of education programs within the area?  
• What institutions are contributing toward the region’s skilled workforce base?  
• Does the region have adequate availability of differing degree types across programs 

(Associates, Bachelors, Masters/PhDs, etc.)?   
 
The following excerpt from Southeast Arkansas’ asset map states: “Southeast Arkansas appears to be 
producing an adequate number of two-year and four-year college graduates in fields such as healthcare; 
business, management, and marketing; education; and social sciences. Conversely, there could be a 
future shortfall in professions such as engineering and communications. In addition, despite relatively 
low demand, the region is not producing enough graduates in computer and information systems… 
 

 
 

Environment Analysis -- A common component of an asset map also focuses on quality of place and 
quality of life. To this end, analyses of environmental factors are helpful in describing the region’s 
environmental and socioeconomic health. Components to include in this analysis can range from 
air/water quality indices to cost of living indices and recreational amenities. The following is a summary 
of a region’s environmental factors. 
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